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Tab.1 The nomenclature of the “algae” name of seagrasses species in China
1 ( ) Cymodoceaceae
2 ( ) Cymodocea
3 ( ) C. rotundata
4 ( ) C. serrulata
5 Halodule
6 H. uninervis
7 H. pinifolia
8 Syringodium
9 S. isoetifolium
10 Thalassodendron
11 T. ciliatum
12 Hydrocharitaceae
13 Enhalus
14 E. acoroides
15 ( ) Thalassia
16 ( ) T. hemprichii
17 Halophila
18 H. ovalis
19 H. minor
20 H. decipiens
21 H. beccarii
22 Zosteraceae
23 Zostera
24 ( ) Z. japonica
25 Z. caespitosa
26 Z. asiatica
27 Z. caulescens
28 Z. marina
29 Phyllospadix
30 P. japonicus
31 P. iwatensis
32 Ruppiaceae
33 Ruppia
34 R. brevipedunculata
35 R. sinensis
36 R. megacarpa
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THE NOMENCLATURE OF THE “ALGAE” NAME OF SEAGRASSES IN CHINA
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Abstract Seagrasses are epigeal angiosperms, whose flower, fructify and germinate are completely under the seawater.
Seagrasses evolved from land plants, and adapted to marine environments. However, seagrasses, belonging to higher plants,
are often taxonomically named as “algae” in China. There are 22 species of seagrasses belonging to 4 families and 10
genera in China, with the name of 16 species, 7 genera and 3 families as “algae” in their Chinese scientific name. Thus,
people may confuse seagrasses and algae/ seaweeds, resulting in negative impacts on seagrass research, protection, and
utilization. On the occasion of “The 11™ International Seagrass Biology Workshop” held in China for the first time, the
domestic experts of seagrass research discussed this issue. In order to promote the research and conservation of seagrasses,
all the experts reach a consensus on unifying the Chinese scientific name of seagrass as “grass” instead of “algae”. In
addition, with intensive investigation of seagrass species and distribution in China in future, the newly discovered seagrass
species should also be unified as the Chinese scientific name of “grass”.

Key words seagrasses; China; “algae” name; alteration



